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The landscape is dominated by a mix of dry
grassland and small woods of white pine, oak
and holm trees. It has been included in the
NATURA 2000 network exclusively as SPAN for
the steppe birds.

In this area the season and rainfall determine
the crop growth. At certain times of the year
the land is fallow and dry with some abandoned areas. This agriculture is interspersed
with patches of forest dominated by white
pine, holm oak or Valencian oak, as well as
rosemary scrubland, predominantly found on
the slopes of water courses that cross the area.
In the damp humid hollows, there are also isolated areas of poplars (Populous nigra) growing
on their banks.
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The natural area of Granyena is located in the
southern part of La Segarra and part of Urgell
district. The local district of La Segarra includes
the municipal districts of Cervera, Granyena de
Segarra, Granyanella, Montoliu, Montornés de
Segarra and Ribera d’Ondara. The local district
of Urgell includes; Guimerà, Tàrrega and Verdú.
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The protected
natural area of
Granyena

Human activity
The natural area of Granyena comprises of
towns and surroundings which have elements
of great historical, cultural and heritage value
such as castles, watchtowers, Romanesque
churches and hermitages .Together with popular architecture like boundary walls, stone huts,
sheepfolds and flour mills along the river.
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Fauna
Templers (Templar) route
Natural area of Granyena
Templers (Templar) route

Ideal to go
on foot

Plans (Plains) route

Plans (Plains) route
Cami real (Royal road)
route

Distance: 18,06 km · Duration: 3 h 30 min
Difficulty: average · Height: 440 m
Starting point: Granyena - 41º37’29” N / 01º14’34” E

Ideal to go
on foot

Distance: 10,85 km · Duration: 2 h
Difficulty: average · Height: 204 m
Starting point: Montornès - 41º36’01” N / 01º13’55” E

Cami Ral (Royal road) route
Ideal to go
on foot

Distance: 14,48 km
· Duration: 3 h 30 min
Difficulty: easy · Height: 231 m
Starting point: Granyena - 41º37’29” N / 01º14’34” E

This is an area of great interest for the population of Bonelli’s eagle, as it is an area for
the juveniles of this species. Also to be found
are some examples of stone-curlew (Burhinus
oedicnemus), little bustard (Tetrax tetrax),
European roller (Caracias garrulous) or calandra
lark (Melanocorypha calandra). In addition, the
diverse landscape attracts a varied cross-section of birds from the inner Catalan region.
The species of numerous birds of prey such as
the western marsh harrier (Circus aeruginous),
the Montagu’s harrier (Cirus pygargus) and the
Eurasian eagle–owl (Bubo bubo). Another bird
of interest is the European nightjar (Caprimugus
europaeus), the ortolan (Emberiza hortulana)
and the Dartford warbler (Sylvia undata).
Sources of information from the natural area of Granyena:
Department territorial de la Generalitat de Catalunya.
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of La Segarra
Granyena and Llobregós
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The Cava mill route
Natural area of Llobregós

Ideal to go
on foot

The Cava mill route

The Gesses route
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The Gesses route
The Solana and Aubaga
route

Distance: 7,33 km · Durada: 1 h 30 min
Difficulty: easy · Ascensió: 108 m
Starting point: Mas del Sot - 41º49’44” N / 01º19’31” E

Ideal to go
on foot

Recorregut: 12,34 km · Duration: 2 h 30 min
Difficulty: easy · Height: 207 m
Starting point: Mas del Sot - 41º49’44” N / 01º19’31” E

Solana and Aubaga route

The wetlands of
Granollers route
Ideal to go
on MTB

Distance: 11,85 km · Duration: 1 h 20 min
Difficulty: average · Height: 198 m
Starting point: Mas del Sot - 41º49’44” N / 01º19’31” E

The wetlands of Granollers route
Ideal to go
on foot

Natural area of Llobregós

The protected
natural area of the
river Llobregós
valley

Distance: 13,37 km · Duration: 3 h
Difficulty: average · Height: 270 m
Starting point: la Casa Nova - 41º51’28” N / 01º16’46” E

The River Llobregós Valley comprises of a
group of small towns and farmhouses in a rural
setting. This location was declared a protected natural area (EIN) in 1992 and included in
the (PEIN) of Catalonia. The total area is about
1190h and includes the municipal districts
of Sanahuja, Biosca, Massoteres and part of
Torrefeta and Florejacs. It is one of the most
characteristic gypsum areas of Catalonia and
also one of the best preserved. It is also a perfect place for nature lovers, for its geology, its
flora and fauna.

Human activity

Flora
The vegetation in this area has adapted to an
environment determined by low rainfall, extreme heat, soils with high concentration of
gypsum and low organic material. The environmental conditions support the richness and
diversity of its flora. In these extreme conditions, the vegetation comprises of different
endemic, unique and protected plants such
as: Ononis Tridentata (Cammock), Gipsophilia
srtuthim subsip hispanica (Asphodel),
Helianthenum squamatum (Squamous sunflower), Lepidium subulatum (Gypseous cress). It is
also possible to find a number of extremely rare
species of lichens. It is also possible to find
small leafed oak trees and some box trees on
the south-facing slopes. Next to the river, there
are some small riverside woodlands which include: black poplar, poplars and ash trees.
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The natural interest of this unique place would
not be the same without the human activity,
especially the unique architecture found in this
area.

Throughout the geological periods a series of
horizontally deposited beds of sedimentary rocks such as conglomerates, potter’s clay,
limestones and clays have been formed. The
sediments of the inner layers, formed by salts
and gypsums, have been deformed as a result
of extreme pressure at depth. In this geological process, these materials move and break
the top layer of rock smashing open the land to
break through to the surface forming magnificent gypsum area.

The wetlands of la
Segarra
There are some wetlands in La Segarra such as:
the wetlands of Granollers de Segarra, in the
municipal district of Torrefeta and Florejacs.
It is a place of interest with many natural
features including springs, ponds and extensive reed beds. The Palouet pond located in
Massoteres is an important wetland mainly for
water birds. The wetlands of Queralt in Plans
de Sió is an untouched and remote area.

The architectural heritage is mainly located in
the town of Sanahuja with a series of farmhouses with many buildings illustrating the
history of the area from the 18th century until
the 20th century. The village of Puig –Amer is a
unique location.

Other places of interest are: the Madern well
and the wetland of torrent d’Oró near Torrefeta.

The remains of the Cava mill, together with the
dam were created to utilise the river.
The covered huts with stone vaults found in
the River Llobregós Valley are made of gypsum
stones: It is worthwhile visiting the remains of
the ancient gypsum kilns.

Geology

Fauna
Some of the species that it is possible to see:
the badger, the fox, the wild rabbit, the roe
deer, the wild boar, the marten, the bat and the
mole are the most common mammal species.
We can also find the reptiles such as: the white
snake, the lizard, the small lizard, the vitriol, the frog and the toads. Birds such as: the
little owl, woodpecker, magpie, raven, wood pigeon, partridge and the turtledove can be seen.
Among the birds of prey, it is possible to see:
the kestrel, the sparrow-hawk, the owl, the
goshawk and the Bonelli’s eagle. Also waterfowl
like the green–necked duck, the moorhen and
the coot. It is also possible to see the golden oriole, the nightingale, the bee-eater and a
range of insectivorous and granivorous birds.

